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Tena koe and good morning Commissioners 

 

Introduc�on 

My name is Neil Sheerin.  I am a Senior Policy Planner in the Development Planning Unit at Waimakariri 
District Council.  My qualifica�ons and experience are as set out in Appendix H of my sec�on 42A 
report.  I have been involved in the District Plan Review since July 2017.  I am the author of the Open 
Space and Recrea�on Zones chapters and related sec�on 32 and sec�on 42A reports.  I can confirm I 
have read all the submissions, further submissions, submiter evidence and relevant higher order 
documents.  As the repor�ng planner I understand my role at this Hearing is to be of assistance to the 
Hearing Panel.  I also understand the Hearings Panel may choose to accept or reject the conclusions 
and recommenda�ons in my sec�on 42A report and may come to different conclusions and make 
different recommenda�ons, based on the informa�on and evidence provided to them by submiters.   

I confirm that Varia�on 1 to the Proposed Plan does not affect the Open Space and Recrea�on Zones 
chapters and no part of Varia�on 1 is addressed within the Open Space and Recrea�on Zones sec�on 
42A report. 

By way of Introduc�on to the Open Space and Recrea�on Zones topic, I would like to provide you with 
a brief overview of the sec�on 32 report, the submissions and further submissions received, the 
sec�on 42A report and my recommenda�ons in that report.  I will then go through the writen 
ques�ons from the Hearing Panel and my preliminary writen responses.  A�er which, I will be happy 
to take any further ques�ons on the sec�on 42A report. 

Sec�on 32 Report 

I will start by taking you through some of the key points in the sec�on 32 report for the Open Space 
and Recrea�on Zones. 

Sec�on 3 of the sec�on 32 Report establishes the statutory and policy context for the Open Space and 
Recrea�on Zones which includes the RMA, na�onal instruments including the Na�onal Planning 
Standards, the RPS, iwi management plan, other relevant legisla�on, and plans of adjacent territorial 
authori�es. 

The opera�ve District Plan does not contain Open Space and Recrea�on Zones.  Open space and 
recrea�on land in the District is zoned either Residen�al or Rural in the opera�ve District Plan.  
Therefore, the Open Space and Recrea�on Zones are new zones. 

As per the Na�onal Planning Standards, there are three Open Space and Recrea�on Zones and the 
purpose of each zone is as per the Na�onal Planning Standards. 

Key Resource Management Issues 

Sec�on 4 of the sec�on 32 Report iden�fies the key resource management issues.  These are: 

a. Ensuring each area of open space and recrea�on land is zoned according to its predominant 
character, amenity values, role and func�on; 
 

b. Ensuring actual or poten�al environmental effects of ac�vi�es, facili�es or structures are 
managed according to the predominant character, amenity values, role and func�on of each 
area of land and the zone as a whole; and 
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c. Ensuring open space and recrea�on areas are, as far as prac�cable, accessible and safe, and 
provide for amenity values, cultural values, recrea�on, conserva�on and educa�on. 

Open Space and Recrea�on Zone Provisions 

Appendices 2 and 3 of the sec�on 32 report outline the Open Space and Recrea�on Zone provisions 
in the Proposed Plan. 

There are general objec�ves and policies applicable to all the Open Space and Recrea�on Zones. A 
descrip�on of each zone and zone purpose is set out in the Introduc�on of each zone chapter.  Each 
zone contains areas that are different in character and use and consequently each zone has a dis�nct 
purpose and the zone purposes reflect those in the Na�onal Planning Standards. Each zone therefore 
also has an objec�ve unique to the zone, and a zone policy, in addi�on to the general objec�ves and 
policies. The general objec�ves and policies, and relevant zone objec�ve and policy, are to be 
considered together, and no hierarchy exists between them. While some of the proposed rules and 
built form standards in each zone are similar, some are unique to the zone. The proposed rules and 
built form standards are intended to reflect the ac�vi�es and types, loca�on and scale of structures 
proposed to be provided for in each zone. There is one set of maters of control or discre�on applicable 
to all the Open Space and Recrea�on Zones. 

Submissions and Further Submissions 

There were 16 submissions and 56 submission points, and 12 further submissions and 36 further 
submission points, on maters rela�ng to the Open Space and Recrea�on Zones.  The submissions and 
further submissions received were diverse and sought a range of outcomes in rela�on to defini�ons, 
objec�ves, policies, rules, built form standards, maters of control or discre�on and planning map of 
the Proposed Plan as they apply to the Open Space and Recrea�on Zones. 

Some provisions received only submissions in support, rela�ng to a defini�on, objec�ves and policies, 
a rule, and the Proposed Plan map. 

Some provisions received submissions and further submissions not covered in my sec�on 42A report 
as these are to be covered in other sec�on 42A reports.  These relate to proposed new corridor 
protec�on provisions for major electricity distribu�on lines, and bird strike risk ac�vi�es within 8km 
and 13km of the Christchurch Interna�onal Airport runway thresholds.  

Recommenda�ons 

I have recommended amendments to some defini�ons; some rules and built form standards in the 
Natural Open Space Zone and Open Space Zone; and to the maters of control or discre�on. 

I have recommended no amendments to any of the objec�ves or policies, or to the Sport and Ac�ve 
Recrea�on Zone rules and built form standards, or to the planning map. 

In my preliminary writen responses to the writen ques�ons from the Hearing Panel, I have changed 
two of my recommenda�ons on submissions in my sec�on 42A report from accept to reject, and one 
recommenda�on from reject to accept. 

Panel Ques�ons 

I am now open to taking any further ques�ons from the Hearing Panel.  


