
 
 
 

Naming Policy 
 

1. Introduction 

This policy describes how the Council allocates names to new roads, streets, parks, 
reserves and Council owned assets. 

2. Purpose 

The purpose of the policy is to provide Council staff and the public with information about 
how the Council manages the naming and renaming of its various assets and facilities 
within its boundaries. 

3. Scope 

3.1. The scope of the policy covers naming procedures and criteria for the following types of 
infrastructure within the district: 

 Naming of roads and streets 
 Naming of parks and reserves 
 Naming of Council assets, including open spaces, facilities, swimming pools, and 

Council owned buildings and properties (excluding utilities). 

3.2. When undertaking its processes to name Council owned or managed infrastructure or 
assets, the policy includes Council’s obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi and 
recognises the importance of the Memorandum of Understanding with our Treaty partner, 
Te Ngāi Tūāhuriri Rūnanga. 

4. Policy objectives 

4.1. The overall policy objective is to ensure roads, streets, parks, reserves and Council assets 
or facilities naming procedures reflect local identity. 

4.2. The policy provides direction to the public or Council staff about how to apply for approval 
to name, rename or dedicate Council property, buildings, or park elements. 

4.3. The policy will provide clarity and consistency in the naming of all Council assets. 

5. Policy statement 

5.1. Overview approach 

When naming all roads, streets, parks, reserves and facilities, the Council and its 
representatives will seek to work with Te Ngāi Tūāhuriri Rūnanga to select suitable 
options, which: 

 Tell the story of Waimakariri and reflect the district’s natural and cultural heritage 
 Do not cause confusion with existing names in the Waimakariri District or 

neighbouring districts 
 Pay homage to the historical significance of particular locations 
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 Acknowledge the cultural significance of the area to Te Ngāi Tūāhuriri 
 Reflect local flora, fauna, and topographical features of the district. 

6. Naming of roads and streets 

6.1. The Council’s four Community Boards have the delegated authority for the naming of new 
streets and roads and altering existing street names within their respective wards. 

6.2. Re-naming of existing streets and roads will only be undertaken if the Council considers 
the change will result in a clear benefit to the community. 

6.3. Where a street is named for the first time, or a street name is altered, then the District 
Land Registrar, the Chief Surveyor, Fire and Emergency New Zealand, Chorus, 
MainPower, valuation service provider, NZ Police, Civil Defense, and the Canterbury 
Regional Council shall be informed of the new name or change. 

6.4. Where an existing street is extended, the street extension will be the same name as that 
of the existing street. 

6.5. All new private roads in the Waimakariri District shall be named in consultation with the 
applicant, and at the applicant’s expense, and relevant road signs shall be suitably 
annotated “Private Road” as per the Engineering Code of Practice. 

6.6. All private roads that are to be named are to have a minimum of four lots with access from 
the private road. 

6.7. Council’s ‘List of Approved but Unallocated Road Names’: 

6.7.1. The list of unallocated potential road names for the Waimakariri District is maintained by 
the Governance Department. Names approved for addition to the List of Approved but 
Unallocated Road Names will remain there until they are either allocated to a road or 
removed as the result of a review of the list. 

6.7.2. From time to time a road name may no longer need to be used as two or more roads may 
be joined into one road, or a road may be permanently closed. In both cases, the road 
name(s) may be put back on the list for potential reallocation, usually for a new or 
renamed road in the same general area. 

6.7.3. The review of the list will be undertaken every six years in line with the approach set out in 
clause 5.1 above. 

6.8. Naming of Streets in New Subdivisions: 

The rights of the subdivision developer to promote preferred road names for the 
subdivision will be taken into consideration, but the decision regarding road names will be 
made by the Community Boards by applying the clauses of this policy. 

6.9. Road Type: 

The road type should be one that most accurately reflects the type of roadway that is being 
named. Selection of Road Name from AS/NZS 4819:2011 should be used where appropriate, 
however, this list is not exclusive – refer to AS/NZS 4819:2011 (see Appendix 1). 

7. Naming of parks and reserves 

7.1. The Council’s four Community Boards have the delegated authority for the naming of 
parks and reserves within their respective wards. 

7.2. The Community Boards shall take the following factors into consideration when approving 
names for parks and reserves: 

 It is desirable for small neighbourhood reserves to be named after the main street 
they are located on to enable them to be easily located 
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 Names of rural neighbourhood reserves with community catchments should have 
some relationship to the community they are located within to enable them to be 
located and to signify their connection to the community 

 Reserves should only be named after the person/family subdividing the land if the 
chosen name fits into one of the categories listed under clause 5.1. 

8. Naming of Council assets 

8.1. Naming where there is no sponsorship: 

8.1.1. Where there is no sponsorship, the decision on naming will be made by the relevant 
committee of Council according to the current delegations. 

8.1.2. Selection of a name will be made in accordance with clause 5.1. 

8.2. Naming where there is sponsorship: 

8.2.1. The final decision for naming of corporate assets will rest with the Council, including 
naming opportunities as a result of gifts or sponsorships. 

8.2.2. Where the naming opportunity is as a result of sponsorship or gift, the following factors 
must be considered alongside Clause 5.1 above: 

 The significance of the contribution made relative to the construction and operating 
costs of the item being named 

 The cost of establishing the naming option 
 A sunset clause associated with the length of time that the name will be used. Naming 

agreements may be renewed if the appropriate gift or sponsorship is received 
 The degree of exclusivity requested by the sponsor and the corresponding 

restrictions regarding advertising or use of competitors’ brands 
 Names of tobacco companies or alcohol companies and products will not be used.  

8.2.3. Applications for naming rights from major donors shall be submitted in writing to the Chief 
Executive for consideration of the Council. The written request shall include the following: 

 Biographical information if named after an individual or organisation 
 Documentation providing the detail of the terms and quantum of payment being 

proposed and the consideration required from the Council 
 The Chief Executive will report to relevant committee of Council which may make a 

recommendation to Council, to be considered in committee. 

8.2.4. Existing names will not be changed without consideration of the historical significance of 
the existing name, the impact on the individual or organisation previously named and the 
cost and impact of changing existing signage, rebuilding community recognition, and 
updating records. Each application will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

9. Responsibilities 

9.1. The naming of roads and streets will be administered by the Roading and Transport Unit 
of the Council. 

9.2. The naming of parks and reserves or other Council assets or facilities will be administered 
by the Community and Recreation Department of Council. 

10. Questions 

10.1. Any questions regarding the naming of roads and streets should be directed to the 
Roading and Transport Manager in the first instance. 

10.2. Any questions regarding the naming of parks or reserves or other Council assets should 
be directed to the Community and Recreation Manager in the first instance. 
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11. Relevant documents and legislation 
 AS/NZS 4819:2011 Geographic Information – Rural and Urban addressing (for 

naming of roads and streets) 
 Local Government Act 1974 S317 - S319 (j) naming of roads and streets 
 Parks and Recreation, Recreation and Reserves Management, Reserve Naming 

(QS-R015) (for naming parks and reserves) 
 Reserves Act 1977 s16(10) (for naming roads and reserves) 
 Memorandum of Understanding with Te Ngāi Tūāhuriri Rūnanga. 

12. Effective date 

2 May 2023 

13. Review date 

2 May 2029 

14. Policy owned by 

General Manager, Strategy, Engagement and Economic Development 

15. Approval 

Adopted by Waimakariri District Council on 2 May 2023 


