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1. Before Lighting 

(a) Ensure that a continuous non-combustible fire break of not less than 10 metres exists or 
has been established around the area to be burnt. 

(b) A supply of water, and means of delivery, adequate to control the fire, must be on hand at all 
times during a crop residue fire. It is recommended that a high pressure spray unit and 
knapsacks be on site. It is also advisable that other fire fighting equipment, eg tractor, 
cultivator, grubber, beaters, fire extinguishers are also available on site. 

(c) There must be a minimum of two adults on hand at all times during the fire. 

(d) Ensure that those assisting are adequately dressed and briefed on safety aspects. 

(e) Ensure there is a suitable means of communication on site to enable notification to 
emergency services should they be required. 

(f) Notify immediate neighbours (landowners/occupiers), and those who are likely to be affected 
by smoke drift, of the intention to light a fire. 

(g) A weather forecast must be obtained for the burn area. Weather forecasts are available by 
ringing NZ Met Service, 0900 999 25, Canterbury Plains; or 0900 999 26 Canterbury High 
Country. 

(h) Good fire management practices must be observed at all times. No fire shall be lit when a 
strong wind is forecast or is blowing, or when conditions are such that the fire is likely to 
spread beyond the limits of the area for which the permit was issued. The maximum 
allowable wind speed is 19kph (Beaufort 3), leaves and small twigs in constant motion; light 
flags extended. 

(i) Before lighting any fire, regard must be given to the provisions of the Resource Management 
Act, in particular clean air and smoke nuisance issues. The appropriate authority should be 
contacted for advice. 

(j) Before lighting any fire, regard must be given to road user safety in particular smoke hazard 
across roadways. The appropriate roading authority should be contacted for advice. 

2. Lighting, During and After the Fire 

(a) Burning out is considered a good fire management practice and should be encouraged at all 
times. Initial light-up must commence across the downwind end of the paddock allowing the 
fire to back into the wind, thus extending the fire break width. Lighting should then progress 
to the fire edges, moving towards the upwind end and finishing off across this end. 

(b) Remain in attendance until the fire is completely out or cannot spread, as re-ignition of a 
controlled burn can occur some time later, after a wind change. Always check both the fire 
ground and surrounding area after a strong or sudden wind change. 

(c) Check to ensure all fire edges are safe. Rake out if necessary. 

(d) Immediately following the burn, it is recommended that the fire-break and adjacent burnt 
area and windrow be cultivated to minimise the risk of re-ignition. 

(e) Check the surrounding area for outbreaks of fire. 

(f) The Rural Fire Authorities of the region reserve the right to take prosecutions against a 
person or persons lighting fires that breach these conditions (or other conditions imposed by 
the Fire Authority), lighting fires in inappropriate conditions or with inadequate fire-breaks. 

3. Good Management Practice 

(a) Formulate a “burn plan” and inform immediate neighbours likely to be affected by fire escape 
or smoke, of the date and time of the fire. Have an action plan in the event of the fire 
escaping. 

(b) Regularly check machinery for possible build-up of straw and/or other combustible material 
around manifolds and exhausts. Carry a fire extinguisher. 
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(c) All crop residue fires, once lit, must be supervised at all times until out. 

(d) Seek advice on safe burning practices from the Rural Fire Authority if there is any doubt 
regarding its interpretation or the safe execution of the burn. 

(e) Permit holders are advised that Rural Fire Authorities have a policy of fire suppression cost 
recovery wherever possible. It is recommended that the permit holder have adequate public 
liability insurance that includes Forest and Rural Fires Act fire suppression cover. 


