
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Trevor Inch Memorial Library 

 is a fitting memorial to the late 
Waimakariri District Mayor,  

Trevor Inch, who worked hard to bring 
to Rangiora a library of  

which it would be proud. 
 

 Opened  
 

21 December 1996  
 

by Mrs Aileen Inch 



061128109621 

 
HISTORY 

 
 
In 1867, an attempt was made to found an organisation called a Mechanics and 
Literary Institute. These societies appeared in a number of Canterbury towns in an 
effort to keep the arts alive and provide the rural settlements with a library and some 
social relaxation.  W.B. Pauli and Rev. B.W. Dudley were the instigators in Rangiora 
and although a sum of money was raised the Provincial Government would not 
contribute.   
 
The matter was revived in 1871 by Charles Merton, A.H. Cunningham, Hugh Boyd and 
Henry Blackett, and an Institute was formed.  The Mandeville and Rangiora Road 
Board allowed its office to be used as a library and reading room, and forty pounds was 
sent to England to purchase books. H. Boyd and E.R. Good were the first librarians.  
Several fund raising ventures were held and together with a Provincial Government 
grant enough money was forthcoming to purchase a section in High Street for forty-four 
pounds and Boyd and Keir built a hall. (This was on the site of the present council 
administration building). 
 
The Institute Hall, costing a little over four hundred and fifty pounds, was opened in 
1873 and among the objects of the new society was the reading of moral, religious and 
scientific literature and the improvement of its members by lectures, readings and 
musical entertainment.  The building contained a hall with a stage, a reading room and 
a library. The library contained 506 books accumulated from purchases, gifts by 
Charles d’Auvergne and other donations. 
 
By the end of the century the hall was falling into disrepair after being slightly damaged 
by fire in 1883, and Government support had ceased.  Only Institute members were 
allowed to use the library, and in return for Council assistance, the Institute was forced 
to open to the public.  By 1899 the library was known as the Public Library, but 
residents had to become subscribers.  The Council finally took over the hall and the 
library in 1921 and began planning for a new Town Hall incorporating a library. 
 
The Rangiora Town Hall was designed by H. St. A Murray and built by A. Williamson of 
Christchurch.  A loan had been sanctioned for 8000 pounds but the final cost was 
10,850 pounds.  The 600 plush covered seats were made by the Rangiora furnishers 
Hargreaves and Harper and were paid for with the insurance from the Institute Hall, 
which conveniently burnt down before the new hall was finished.  The public library was 
on the ground floor (the Toy Library now occupies the area), with a large reading room 
upstairs.  The opening ceremony was performed by the Mayoress, Mrs. R. McIntosh, 
on 27 May 1926. 
 
In 1936 extensive reforms were made to the library system when the principle of a free 
library was approved by the council after, as is usual, there had been a keen division 
amongst councillors on whether to carry out the changes.   The opening hours were 
extended to five per day including 1 hour each evening and two librarians were 
employed.  Rangiora was the first small town in New Zealand, after Dunedin and 
Timaru, to offer a free service.  In July 1936 the library was closed for a week while 
everyone from the foreman to the town clerk concentrated on shifting more than 6000 
books from downstairs to upstairs, and the reading room with newspapers and 
magazines was moved downstairs. 
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In 1966 the library, in what was intended to be a temporary measure, moved to the 
Council Chambers in Percival Street and the council offices shifted to the Town Hall.  
Elderly library users had been complaining about the climb up the stairs and the 
Council was in need of more office space.  
 
 

HISTORY OF THE CHAMBER 
 
 
The architect of the Chamber was Frederick John Barlow, who was born in 
Christchurch in 1868. He was articled to Alfred Simpson around 1882-86 and then after 
this initial training left for Australia working in several practices before being appointed 
as Head Instructor in Architecture and Building Construction at Gordon College in 
Geelong.  By 1893 he was back in New Zealand. 
 
Designed in an ornamental classical style, it is Barlow’s most substantial surviving 
work. An unusual design aspect of the building is the asymmetrical façade with the front 
door placed off-centre. The domed ornate ceiling is the principal feature of the 
building’s refurbished interior.  
 
Built by local builders, Arthur Vincent and John Golding, for 1052 pounds it also 
contained a town clerk’s office (now the small meeting room), a public office and a 
room for the Mayor – later the Electrical Engineer’s office. (Now occupied by the 
Citizens Advice Bureau). The Mayor Edward Relph presided over the first Council 
meeting held there in June 1907. 
  
In 1977, a five metre extension was added to the back of the library, but the building 
became increasingly inadequate as Rangiora and the surrounding district’s population 
grew. 
 
Several different sites were discussed for a new library and plans prepared, including 
building alongside Victoria Park, extending and modifying the Town Hall to become part 
of a cultural complex, and erecting a new administration block with the library upstairs.  
All were discarded for one reason or another. 
 
A mutually acceptable solution was reached when the Police Department was looking 
for a new site away from the congested Percival Street central business area.  The 
Council and the department exchanged sites, with the police moving to the section next 
to the Town Hall and the Council acquiring extra space alongside the existing library. 
 
Architect Bill Skews, a principal of the firm Skews Hay and Ussher which had the 
design brief, wanted to ensure the new building fitted in with others around in Percival 
Street.  The old library building, formerly the Council Chambers, was retained by a 
narrow vote of the Council and that was used as a starting point with its cream and 
brick colours.  Armitage Williams Construction was the main contractor. 
 
One aspect of the new library building which draws comment, is the use of corrugated 
iron for some exterior walls. This material is a strong part of the rural tradition in which 
Rangiora is set, and its use is symbolic of the link between the urban and rural parts of 
the district.   
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LIBRARIANS SINCE 1936 

 
 
Joan McLachlan  (Mrs Steele) 
Jane O’Brien 
Florence Jennings 
Ada Fache 
Mae Coates (Mrs Whittington) 
Peggy Dyson (Mrs McIntosh) 
Eva Richards 
Elizabeth Kent 
Dorothy Seymour 
Sandra Mann 
Diane Haslett 
Rosemary Hitt 
 
 
After local body amalgamation in 1989 
 
1989-1996 Michelle Miles 
1997-2006  Craig Sargison 
2006-   Simon Burge 
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